POS State Exam Procedure
1. Two topical readings will be made available to students by the Registrar no later than three weeks before the scheduled date of the state exam.
2. The state exam question will be written using one or both of the selected readings as a starting point for reflection or discussion. Students will be allowed to bring an annotated paper copy of each reading to the exam. No other materials will be allowed. No electronics will be allowed.
3. Students will have two hours to complete the essay during an on-ground exam. They will write these with their pens on pads provided by the examiner. Please DO NOT include any personally identifying information in your essay (e.g.: your name or a reference to a particular paper that you wrote). 
4. Your audience for your essay is a committee of three faculty members from the Department of Politics and European Studies. This should help you design your essay. The final evaluation for the state exam is an average of their three grades. The POS state exam will be evaluated along the following criteria:
a. Does the essay have a clear thesis? You may develop other points to support your thesis, but the thesis is your central argument.
b. Does the essay address the question?
c. Does the argumentation support the thesis through explanation, examples, and/or reference to established authority? While there is no concrete word limit, it’s not a good idea to include concepts and information that are not relevant to your argument.
d. Does the essay demonstrate a command of relevant POS concepts and/or a sophisticated approach to the question?
e. Is the writing largely free of grammar, spelling, and punctuation problems? 
f. Is the essay well structured? Use your introduction to present the issue and a concluding paragraph to summarize your main arguments or otherwise bring your reader out of the essay. Please use paragraphs with strong topic sentences that summarize the point of the paragraph and help build the larger argument. Try to have one paragraph per key argument or topic. 

