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Dear POS majors,

On the Bulgarian state exam you will need to respond to one essay question. It will be related to one or both of two articles which you can find on the Registrars’ Office website. Your essay should demonstrate familiarity with some of the concepts, issues, and theories below which are relevant to the question you will need to address. All concepts are taken from the required courses for the major.

1) Political theory
· basic arguments of political thinkers covered in POS 101
· divine right

· social contract theories

· human nature, natural rights

· utilitarianism
· harm principle

· liberty vs. security

· formal and effective liberty
· negative and positive liberty

· freedom of speech, association

· limited government

· democracy, liberal democracy

· classical vs. social liberalism

· socialism

· representative government

· mandate and trusteeship theories of representation 

· totalitarianism, authoritarianism

· basic arguments put forth by the ideological families of libertarianism, liberalism, conservatism, and communitarianism (including the applicability of their key propositions to contemporary issues)
· ontology, epistemology

2) Comparative politics
· comparative method

· political system, system of government

· governmnent, governance

· state

· power

· authority

· legitimacy, representativity, accountability

· sovereignty, shared sovereignty

· self-determination

· nation, nationality, nationalism

· ideology

· nation-state, multi-nation state, stateless nation, ethnic group, diaspora

· waves of decolonization vs. waves of democratization

· democracy -- direct, representative, liberal

· democratic transition and consolidation

· presidential, parliamentary and semi-presidential systems

· bicamerialism vs. unicameralism

· majority (simple, absolute, qualified, weighted, plurality)

· common law vs. civil law; administrative law

· judicial review

· legal pluralism

· deconcentration, decentralization, devolution

· subisidiarity

· Weberian state, Weberian bureaucracy

· welfare state

· New Public Management

· corruption

· political culture, civic culture

· social capital, civil society

· political cleavages

· conventional and unconventional political participation

· electoral systems (SMDP/FPP, second ballot, alternative vote, single transferable vote, list system, mixed member majority, mixed member proportionate, additional and compensatory)

· political parties (cadre/elite, mass, catch-all, cartel), party dealignment

· party systems (dominant, two-party, multi-party)

· interest groups (pluralist vs. corporatist model), social movements

3) Global politics
· absolute and relative gains

· alliance

· anarchy

· arms control, disarmament

· balance of power, bipolar, multipolar, unipolar

· Cold War, deterrence, mutually assured destruction (MAD)

· collective security

· democratic peace

· empirical v normative theory

· failed state

· free trade, tariffs

· genocide

· globalization , global governance

· great powers, superpower

· hegemony, hegemonic stability theory

· human rights

· humanitarian intervention

· imperialism

· integration

· interdependence

· international institutions: United Nations, International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank (WB), World Trade Organization (WTO), North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), European Union (EU)

· international law

· International Political Economy/Global Political Economy

· levels of analysis

· mercantilism

· models of foreign policy decision-making

· multilateralism

· multinational corporation (MNC)

· national security, national interest

· nationalism

· nation-state

· North Atlantic Treaty Organization

· nuclear proliferation

· peacekeeping

· power

· public goods

· realism/neorealism, idealism/liberalism/neo-liberalism, constructivism, Marxism/radicalism

· regime

· security dilemma

· sovereignty

· sustainable development

· system and structure

· terrorism, war on terror

· transnational actors

· war, war crimes

· weapons of mass destruction
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