POS State Exam Procedure
1. A list of concepts taken from Introduction to Politics, Introduction to International Relations and Comparative Politics of Europe will be created. This list will contain 10-15 key concepts and terms from each of these courses and will be communicated to all senior POS students. Students are expected to understand these concepts and to be able to apply them in order to better understand a familiar or unfamiliar situation.
2. Two topical readings will be made available to students no later than three weeks before the scheduled date of the state exam.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. The state exam question will be written using one or both of the selected readings as a starting point for reflection or discussion. It is expected that the question will also require students to use POS concepts to develop a response.
4. Students will have two hours to complete the essay.
5. The POS state exam will be evaluated along the following criteria:
a. Does the essay have a clear thesis?
b. Does the essay address the question?
c. Does the argumentation support the thesis through explanation, examples, or reference to established authority?
d. Does the essay demonstrate a command of relevant POS concepts and/or a sophisticated approach to the question?
e. Is the writing largely free of grammar, spelling, and punctuation problems? 
Students will be allowed to bring to the exam a copy of each reading and the list of concepts.
