ADDENDUM: Study Guide for State Examinations
Journalism and Mass Communications

Here’s the department’s best advice as you prepare for the State Examinations in Journalism and Mass Communications:

Review and think about past sample examinations, but DO NOT expect this semester’s examination to duplicate them. 

The State Exam will require you to use and synthesize what you’ve learned over the years of the major.  Expect longer essay questions and some choice about the topics you write on in them.  All questions are designed to require thinking and synthesis.  They will also require examples to buttress your ideas and arguments.  Be sure you use examples in your essays; they can be the difference between a high mark and a not-so-high one.

The questions are drawn primarily from JMC’s required courses.  You will be able to write both about journalism and mass communications, particularly public relations and advertising. 

What’s important in this examination is that you be able to think critically about journalism and mass communications, particularly their ethics and best practices, and to offer examples to demonstrate the points you make.    

As you prepare, review:


“The Elements of Journalism” by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel.


“Media Ethics, Issues and Cases” by Philip Paterson and Lee Wilkins, particularly the sections including hypotheticals.


“Public Relations Strategies and Tactics” by Dennis L. Wilcox and Glen T. Cameron, particularly sections on conflict management and program planning.


“Mass Media in a Changing World” by George Rodman, sections on public relations and electronic news.

Free case studies are available at  https://casestudies.jrn.columbia.edu/casestudy/www/home.asp
You might enjoy browsing two websites offering free journalism training.  


www.newsu.org

www.cybercollege.com
Come to the examination ready to think and write.  Good luck.

