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Dear EUR graduates,

In preparation for your Bulgarian state exams in European Studies please take note of the guidelines below.
There will be two sections:

A. legal case, policy case, lobbying strategy (you will be able to choose one out of 3/4 cases).

It will assess your ability to refer to primary, secondary legislation as well as case law to identify issues. You are allowed to bring with you paper versions of the TFEU and two A4 listing secondary legislation and case law you consider most relevant to help you out. In preparation review your class assignments for EUR 301, EUR 303, EUR 320 and EUR 405 – Lobbying in the EU. 
B. Policy Analysis:

-
you will be asked to write a EU policy analysis under the format of an argumentative essay. A list of potential policy area will be posted in advance to help you focus your preparation.
-
this should NOT be a SUMMARY of the recent development in the specified policy area.
Develop YOUR OWN ARGUMENT/thesis on which to explain recent developments, EU institutions positions, national governments positions. Assess the efficiency of the existing policy framework, its shortcoming and proposed changes/pressures.  
· so this should be ANALYSIS not DESCRIPTON (ask yourselves “WHY” things happen, not just “WHAT” happened).

-
announce your argument in the introductory paragraph as well as how you plan to develop it (the aspects you will examine in order to develop this argument).

-
structure your essay to cover all aspects (EU level as well as national level); develop one idea at a time and link it to the overall argument you are trying to make. Secure smooth links between ideas; there should be an argumentative line running throughout, linking everything together; 
-
Do not be superficial in your analysis or stereotypical. 

-
most importantly: review the CONCEPTUAL / THEORETICAL frameworks relevant in the context of the topics/arguments present in those readings. Below you have a study guide to help you review the concepts you have accumulated throughout EUR courses and which represent your theoretical background; use them to help you identify what you should use for the purpose of developing your answers. 
After four years of European Studies you have to be able to master and show control over a conceptual vocabulary to articulate your own argument(s).
Good luck.

List of Concepts EUR State Exam 

Accountability mechanisms

Acquis communautaire 
Authoritarianism
Branches of power (executive, legislative, judiciary) 
Burden sharing
CAP

CFSP

Charter of Fundamental Rights 

Checks and balances
Cohesion
Civil society
EU Budget
EU citizenship 
Europeanization

Euroskepticism
Co-decision / OLP
Cohesion policy 

Comitology 

Common policies (frameworks) 

Community method

Communitization 

Conditionality 

Copenhagen criteria

Constitutional nationalism

Constitutional Treaty 

Constitutionalism

COREPER I & 2

Custom union 
Electoral systems
EU Demos
Democratic deficit 

Decisions 

Direct effect

Directive 

Directorate General (DGs)

Electoral systems 

Elysee Treaty (1963)

Enlargement fatigue

Europe Agreements 

European Commission

European Council 

European Parliament

European Defense Community 

European Political Cooperation 

European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP)

Europeanization

Europol, Eurojust, Eurodac 
Exclusive competence
Expectation – capability gap
Federalism

Financial perspective

Four freedoms

Free Trade Area 

Governance 

Indirect effect 
Institutional Balance
Inter-governmental Conference

Integration (formal, informal)
Integration, negative 

Integration, positive 

Intergovernmentalism 

Internal market
Judicial activism
Legal integration 

Legitimacy 

Liberal intergovernmentalism 

Lisbon Treaty
Loyalty clause 
Luxembourg Compromise
Multilevel governance
National competence 

Neo-corporatism 

Neo-functionalism 

New institutionalism 

Open method of coordination (OMC)

Own resources

Path dependency

Pillars 

Political participation

Political groups
Political cleavages

Populism
Principal-agent theory 
Primary legislation
QMV

Regionalism

Regulation 

Regulatory regime

Schengen Agreements 

Schuman Plan 

Separation of powers
Shared competence

Shared sovereignty
Social capital

Social trust

Sovereignty 

Structural funds 

Structural policy 

Supremacy 

Supranationalism 

Subsidiarity 
Systems of government
Welfare state
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